NIGERIA’S COMPUTER INDUSTRY: Development of the Nigerian Youth
“Africa must get onboard… Right now! … Africa will be either on to the Information Age or off to the dark Agricultural Age … Africa is suffering from knowledge apartheid that forces its children to eat the crumbs from the dinner table of the information-affluent nations.”

Philip Emeagwali

Nigeria’s computer industry has successfully joined forces with other allies to create a dynamic family popularly referred to as ICT – Information and Communications Technology. This industry has come a long way, beginning with pre-independence telecommunications to the nation’s recent response to the green-horned Information Technology industry. 

1. Local Computer Assembly plants/outfits have commenced operations, and are presently seeking recognition from the Federal Government

2. A National Information Technology Policy has been approved, with the National Information Technology development Agency (NITDA) also set up to implement the policy recommendations

3. The National Policy on Information Technology’s vision is “To make Nigeria an Information Technology capable country in Africa and a key player in the Information Society by the year 2005, using Information Technology as the engine for sustainable development and global competitiveness”

4. The provision of an Internet backbone with an initial capacity of 5,500 ports, interconnected by 2Mbps digital transmission link, has been started

5. Private initiatives have begun to raise the banner of a Wired Nigerian society that actively participates in the New Economy. Examples are The Promising Web Developer Contest (The Executive Cyberschuul), Digital Village (Junior Achievement of Nigeria), Computer in Schools Initiative (Information Technology Association of Nigeria), Computerize Nigeria campaign (Zinox), etc

6. Various umbrella bodies (COAN, ITAN, ISPON, NIG, etc) have come together to form a viable Nigeria Computer Society in order to move the industry forward

The indicators and activities mentioned above reveal that if well laid out, implemented and monitored actions are pursued; Nigeria’s computer industry will grow to an enviable level.

The next question to ask is, Where does all these meet the Nigerian Youth?

1. Dynamic opportunities for self-improvement are opening 

2. The Nigerian youth can now learn skills that will place him on the same level with other global players
3. The ICT industry is currently posing as the greatest employer of labour in Nigeria – even within the banking industry (which was earlier regarded as one of the greatest employers)

4. There is a present platform that offers the opportunity to help create the Nigeria of our dreams, using Information Technology
5. We have had enough of unproductive fun and vain lifestyles, e.g. MIT Open Corseware vs. Porn/Vain sites. Our role models must change from reckless people to innovative minds and global players. We stand to gain or lose the most when it comes to the future of this nation, and I believe this fact should provoke us to be more responsible. Personal motivation, self-improvement through study, societal participation, networking and synergies are positions that we can take in order to gravitate towards reaping the dividends of the National Policy on Information Technology

And finally…

“I see a new Nigeria emerging…one that will be built on the labours of our heroes past, hewn out of the debris of the present waste and engineered by the strength of the future leaders: the youth. These young men and women will adopt Information Technology for the purposes of personal development, NATION BUILDING, regional cooperation and global participation. They exist unknown today, but in the secrecy of their abode, they master the tool that will change their lives and that of their nation. This is dedicated to such heroes; unknown but silently building the nation’s tomorrow today”

‘Gbenga Sesan

Nigeria’s Information Technology Youth Ambassador

me@gbengasesan.com
www.gbengasesan.com
Tuesday, July 16 2002







