Beyond eMail
“I’m going to browse... are you interested in sending any short mail?”

“Yes please! I need to send a short mail to my brother, he promised me a pair of shoes and I’m yet to get it”

“So, what’s the email address? Write it here…”

“Can I use your pen please?”

“OK … I’m off… I just hope the link is not down again.”

“Please could you also help me download something?

“What’s that? Why don’t you just come along to browse, or do you have a date or something?”
“It’s a card…”

“Is it your birthday again today?”

“No, Tola sent it on Vals’ day and I’ve not been able to download it since then…”
That dialogue paints the picture of the average perception of browsing today. Most minds focus on email, eCards, and at most downloading attachments to email messages. But that is not all there is to browsing. Anyone who limits the scope of browsing the World Wide Web to email messages is simply under-utilising the resources available on the World Wide Web.

Browsing is like a door that leads to a field of vast resources, and you can choose how far you want to go. And that of course determines how much benefit you derive from the experience. The truth is that when we talk about the World Wide Web, we can only say that there is so much data to get and it is your responsibility to convert such data to information, by ensuring a direct connection between such findings and your desired end.

Some of the opportunities that are available beyond email, with respect to browsing, are:

· SEARCH FOR MATERIALS: Using sites like www.google.com, www.yahoo.com, www.altavista.com, etc, you can search for any material on any topic by just typing that material’s topic in the search window. You may have to select the most suitable of the results of your finding from thousands, or even millions, depending on the popularity of the topic. Some final year projects actually enjoy full-volume presence!
· ARCHIVE YOUR MATERIALS: Most people talk about downloading, but have you ever wondered why you don’t get much information about Nigeria or Africa when you browse? We need to embrace the uploading culture and it’s high time we started archiving materials on the Web for others to search for. You can set up a personal website and profile your works there.
· NEWS: Browsing can also open doors for us to see into the world’s events and activities. www.thisdayonline.com, www.cnn.com, www.allafrica.com, www.ngrguardiannews.com, www.amebo.com, www.time.com, www.bbc.co.uk and other websites feature daily news on events that take place worldwide. Reading news online may save you money and allow you to read from a wider angle.

· CAREER GROOMING: Every career path that you may wish to follow has a representation on the Web. Banking, Media, Engineering, just name it. You may need to search for yours by just typing in the field in a search engine (like www.google.com) but you can be sure you’ll locate a site that can tell you more about what you want to do, those who have done it, and how to improve yourself in it.

· ENTERTAINMENT: Though our present bandwidth condition affects how much entertainment we can get, it is common knowledge that the entertainment industry is moving online. From music to video and even games … all are represented. But make sure you keep off illegal sites when it comes to games that involve bets and financial commitments.
· NETWORKING: One of the most dynamic opportunities available through people search on the Web is networking. You can meet other experts in your field and begin communicating with them or reading up their profiles, which will be a form of challenge to you. For example, you can easily read about Philip Emeagwali without waiting for his biography by visiting www.emeagwali.com
· TRANSLATION: I don’t speak French, but I mail and reply my friends who speak only French. How? Try out www.freetranslation.com and you can be a master at more than 10 languages without visiting a Language School. (Someone please keep this page from Alliance François)
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