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1.0
PREFACE

“Ol’ boy, I wan’ commot from this country o…”
“But I thought you always claimed to be a patriot, why don’t you practice what you preach…”

“What do you mean? I’m not changing camps, I’m only being wise”

“Okay, let’s stop dragging things, what informed your decision?”

“Well, not one thing, it’s been boiling on my mind for some time. For example, I was in Ilupeju when the bomb explosions began, and the events that followed were more shocking than the terror of the balls of fire! That’s almost history anyway, what’s more annoying is that I’m supposed to be a graduate but the only proof is that my classmates are now working in Lagos. See, there’s no dragging the issue, I’m leaving for God’s own country…”

“And where is that?”

“Where else?”

“Who told you that Uncle Osama’s spirit is still not haunting them there?”

“En … I will go to ... anywhere sha, so far I’m millions of miles away from Nigeria and I see mostly white-skinned people on the streets”

“Anyway, I get your point. So, when are you moving?”

“Anytime from now…”

“Interesting. Did you get multiple entry?”

“What does that mean?”

“If you’re leaving anytime from now, it means you have your travel requirements all sorted out, ticket, visa, exact destination … do you have a school already, or are you going to work?”

“Let me just get there first. I don’t have any of your fanciful listings but I know that anyhow, I’m celebrating Independence with God’s own country this year. I’m not the first person doing it and I’m willing to give whatever it takes...”

“You make me laugh. No visa, no money for ticket, and you want to travel. Please let’s forget that one and face more important issues…”
“And what may be more important than my trip…”

“My money! Please today is the 13th, I need my money for Val’s day tomorrow.”

“Em… please can you give me another week, my uncle lost his job and things have been…”

“And you want to travel… I don’t know how you’ll do it but I need my money before 8:30pm…”

2.0
INTRODUCTION
If minds could be expressed on a canvas, that would be a good painting of the Nigerian society (particularly as it relates to the youth). An average young Nigerian is a victim of a vicious cycle that has skilfully dug itself into the fabric of the nation. The society keeps turning out an annual army of unskilled young people. These young men and women know that they need to succeed, and peer pressure and precedence place them on a corrupt path. Some of these youths have their way, become role models and then the cycle continues: with an assured production of corrupt people, and invariably, a corrupt society.
As in the words of Sir Isaac Newton, an object will always continue in a state of rest and constant uniform motion unless otherwise acted upon by a force. Such is the case of corruption, until a far-reaching solution is proffered. This essay seeks to establish the fact that the prevalent corruption cycle can be considerably reduced if young men are equipped with Information Technology literacy and are taken from their jobless vacuum to a digitized level where they are equipped with appropriate Information Technology skills that will position them for Personal Development, National Relevance, Regional Co-operation and Global Participation.
3.0 CORRUPTION
Of the numerous definitions of corruption that I have seen, one stands out. It comes from the online dictionary, www.dictionary.com. It defines corruption as “The act of changing, or of being changed, for the worse; departure from what is pure, simple, or correct”. Transparency International’s 2001 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) puts Nigeria at number 90 on the corruption list among 91 countries, which means it is the second most corrupt nation on earth! Considering the fact that Bangladesh, number 91 on the list had a caution note attached to it leaves Nigeria as the most corrupt nation on the verified list! 
This is no good news for any country, talk less the giant of Africa. Tunku Abdul Aziz proceeded to say that, “Relief from the International Monetary Fund and increases in aid funding are evidence that the poor ranking of Nigeria in the CPI is recognized internationally as an inheritance that cannot be overturned in the space of one or two years.” Even though he went ahead to say that, “The Nigerian administration has also made great strides in its quest to recover funds looted by the late dictator …”, it does not erase the present status. And if the present controversies are anything to go by, Tunku may just need to add a few more years to his corruption reduction prediction.
4.0 CORRUPTION AND THE VACUUM

It is wrong to conclude that one factor is responsible for the present level of corruption we see in Nigeria, but there are authentic angles one may view the total picture from. This essay will look at corruption as a produce of a societal vacuum. The indices of this viral vacuum include unemployment, indecent precedence, and unskilled people groups but emphasis will be placed on the last.
Vacuums are not allowed in nature. It is natural that when anything is absent, something else just has to replace it. The lack of skills in young people, coupled with the environment, promotes corrupt practices. This essay may not be a one-stop solution to the issue at hand but it sure presents one of the authentic angles from which we may view any anti-corruption exercise.

5.0
DIGITIZED VACUUM
The boundaries that mark the distinctive location of nations are fast fading off as technological innovations turn the whole world into a global village. Administration, financial services, business, education, governance, agriculture, automobiles, communications and all other spheres of human endeavour are not left out in this dynamic revolution. The nations of the earth have been collapsed into one digital village, connected through diverse media and kept together by Information Technologies.
One fact that stands out is that productivity is increased and innovation is encouraged. Where these two are present, young people in the society can then trace a clean path through which they can acquire skills, develop themselves, earn a living and thus short-circuit the corruption flow. Information Technology will not erase corruption but the fact that it provides an opportunity to fill the existent vacuum will tell a lot on the level of corruption that is prevalent among any people group. This is the digitization of the prevalent societal vacuum that this essay refers to.
6.0
QUO VADIS?
Having considered the aforementioned, we can then go ahead to look into the various steps that may aid the actualization of the process. The following are recommendations that should assist in digitizing the existent vacuum in order to stage a successful anti-corruption crusade:
· Ensuring a PARADIGM SHIFT among the Youth by making them understand that corruption will only put up false security, temporary achievements and of course, debatable integrity
· Propagating Information Technology literacy by encouraging delivery in LOCAL LANGUAGES
· Encouraging SYNERGY and networking among youths, that are targeted towards virtuous ideals and creative application of Information Technology in solving prevalent problems

· INTEGRATING Information Technology in course delivery, even to the elementary levels

· Providing a conducive atmosphere for Private Sector-led initiatives that can help equip the Youth

· Exposing the Youth to incorrupt Role Models, which can be done through the National Orientation Agency’s website, print and electronic media or through any other private initiative

7.0
CONCLUSION
The prevalent corruption cycle can be considerably reduced if young men are equipped with Information Technology skills and are taken from their jobless vacuum to a digitized level where they are equipped with appropriate Information Technology skills that will position them for Personal Development, National Relevance, Regional Co-operation and Global Participation.
This will require public sector, private sector and civil society participation, but most importantly, is a challenge to the Youth of this nation. Since the strength of any nation cannot be isolated from its hope for the future, the Youth of Nigeria must rise to the challenge of catalyzing Nigeria's innovative and dynamic participation in the global village. We might have been misunderstood, and we might have spent our energies on vices but we choose to turn around and take the bulls by the horns in order to liberate our nation from the shackles of obscurity and shame. I believe that a new incorrupt nation will emerge, and its ideals will be built on the foundation of the labours of our past heroes, hewn out of the present waste and engineered by tomorrow's leaders: the Youth!
