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THE KEY TO THE FUTURE: YOUTH IN ICTs

Introduction

Young people are the most dynamic users of new technologies, which are at the centre of the Information Society. From the young man in Ibadan who is paying to stay online all through the night to the young lady in Monrovia who is putting final touches to her software project, Africa’s youth are continually establishing the fact that they are major players in the Information Society.

Role of Youth

The role of youth in building Africa’s Information Society cannot be over emphasized, and to illustrate this, three case studies would be appropriate. Paradigm Initiative Nigeria believes that ICTs will help in the emergence of a New Nigeria, Kenya’s youth have warmed their way into the heart of the country’s policy process through ICTs and the African Youth Initiative is fast moving beyond mere documents.

Bottlenecks and Youth-stoppers
While the role of youth in the Information Society (especially with reference to bridging Africa’s digital divide) cannot be overruled, there are still issues around the right atmosphere for youth to get involved. There still exists a “glass ceiling” that needs to be broken in order that Africa might enjoy the best of her children.

The Need for Youth Empowerment and Inclusion

There are two sides to the coin of youth empowerment and inclusion – the benefits of involving youth, and the demerits of not involving youth. Empowering young people will produce ripple effects among peers. The concept of peer pressure can be maximized positively by promoting healthy rivalry among peers through the recognition of outstanding youth who become symbols of youth empowerment – even if it is self-empowerment. 

Equipping a young African with appropriate skills will be a worthy investment in the continent’s future, and involving youth in Information Society processes would reflect the desire to have a sustainable Information Society in Africa. Youth empowerment and inclusion holds high promises, not only for bridging Africa’s digital divide, but also for carving a niche for the continent within the global information Society space.
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