Nigeria’s Youth and the IT Policy

(Fixing the missing piece of the puzzle)

It has been 116 minutes since I settled down to this task. Fifty-nine pages of well-researched, dynamic and brilliant work of five men who left everything else and sat at a round table for countless hours, on behalf of Nigeria’s 120 million people, and the ones yet unborn. The task is not an impulsive one driven by boredom or hyperactivity. It is a deliberate effort at studying what is probably the most exciting document in my library (after my Bible) – the Nigerian National Policy on Information Technology.

Much dust has been raised (and we all presume that such dusts are settled by now) on this one unique and timely document. It has been referred to as a paper tiger and I think I understand why it is so called. Brewed with the future of the nation in mind, the policy will make an exciting read for optimists. But for anyone who has been around for some time and has an understanding of the “Nigerian Factor” (a phenomenon that neither Solomon nor Socrates can fathom), the document may as well be swept under the same carpet that presently hosts the other brilliant works, proposals, drafts and bills of yesteryears.

I have my personal high points in the policy and I enjoy its synchronism with my career-beat. I would rather join the optimists who believe in the possibility of the December 2002 deadline for the National Information Infrastructure (NII), the 2% allocation in the 2002 national budget and our dream of 500,000 IT professionals by 2004 (I saw 2003 elsewhere). At the same time, I do not blame the pessimists since they have been around, but I’ll just like to remind such people that change is an inevitable thing, even in Nigeria. I remember the story of the man who said the world could not accommodate more computers; change, time and innovation have proved him wrong.

The various stakeholders and potential benefactors of the policy must begin acting now. The government's three tiers must employ a more proactive approach; the private sector should take initiatives that would help gravitate towards the actualization of the policy; the academia must rise up to the challenge of Research & Development and Manpower development. Nigerian youths must rise up and change directions!

We have had enough of unproductive fun and vain lifestyles. Our role models must change from reckless people to innovative minds and global players. We stand to gain or lose the most when it comes to the future of this nation, and I believe this fact should provoke us to be more responsible. Personal motivation, self improvement through study, societal participation, networking and synergies are positions that we can take in order to gravitate towards reaping the dividends of the National Policy on Information Technology. The policy is our document and for our good, but may only be set into motion when we catalyze it.

It is understandable that there’s little we can do when it comes to the obvious duties of the government and corporations but we can at least prepare for the day when the doors of opportunity will open to us. Remember that if everybody thinks somebody has to do her part before anybody can take over, it’s likely that nobody will do anything and everybody will have everything to lose! Maybe its a dream but I know it’s a good one; it may be a paper tiger but at least you called it a tiger; this may be Nigeria where nothing seems to work but at least it’s a nation that has produced people of international repute.

Nigeria’s youth, its time to wake up to the clarion call. It’s time to fit in the missing piece of the puzzle. Nigeria needs us and the IT Policy needs our multidimensional and energetic inputs. Demand IT. Go for IT. Use IT. Prepare for IT. Develop yourself in IT. Let’s fix in the missing piece of the IT puzzle.
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